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- Memorandum disc gsed with the President
April 25, 1945

1. Vithin four months we shall in all probability have campleted
.~the most terrible weapon eV_er known in human history, one bomb of which
could destroy a vhole city. .‘

Although we heve sha.red its deVelopment with the UK, physically |
_ the US is et present in the position of controlling the resources with which
%o construct and use it and no other nation could reach this positionrflor
: some years. - - o

S 3 Nevertheless it is practical]y certain that ve couJ.d not rems.in
. in this po&tion indefim.tely. | _ _
i a_. Various segments of its discovery e.nd production -are wide];r
knotm among many scientists in me.ny countries, althongh few scientists
. .are now acquainted with the whole process which we have developed.

B,. Although its construction under present methods requires
grea.t scientific and industrial effort end raw ma.terials, which a.re
temporarily mainly within the possession and knowledge of US and UK,
it is extremely probable that much ea.sier and cheaper methods of pro-

duction will be discovered by scientists in the i‘uture, together with
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the use of materials of much wider distribution. As a result, it is
extremely probable thet the future will meke it possible to be con—f

structed by smaller nations or even groups, or at least by a large ns.tion

+

in a much shorter time.

4 As a. result, it ie indicated that the futnre may’ see a time vhen

- -,-such. & we‘,apon may be constrncted in secret and used suddenly and effectively '

with devastating power by a wilful nation or group egeinst an unsuspectinw
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'nation ‘or .gronp'oi‘ mnchv greater .siae and .materi.alr:power‘. " With its Am
even a very pmverful unsuspecting nation might be conquered withln a very '
few days by a very much smaller one ,\_although probably the only nation
‘which could ‘enter into_ production within the next fe' years lS RllSBl&:_\ o
| 5. Ihe world in its present state of moral advancement compared
| _with its technical development would be eventnally at the mercy of .such a
- weapon. - In other words, znodern civ:ll:.zation might be completely deetroyed. -
| 6. ‘I'o approach any world peace organization of any. pattern now
nkely to be considered withont an appreciation by the leaders of -our

country oi‘ the power of this new weapon, uonld seem to be nnreelistic. No -

hid

B system of control heretofore considered would be adequate to control this
' :menace. Both inside azw partlcu]ar country and between the nat:lons of the ._"'"
world the control of this veapon will undoti)tedly be a mtter of the greatesxt |
| difficulty and would involve such thorough-going rights of inspection e.mi |
| internal controls as we. have never-. heretofore contemplated

v 7 . Furthermore, in the light of our preeent pos:¢tion yith_reference
- to this weapon, the question of sharing it with other mations and, if 50 ahared, '
- upon what terms, becomes a prima:cy question of . our foreign relationa. Alao |
. our. leadersghip inthe war and in the development of this weapon has placed a
~certain moral reeponsibility npon us which we cannot shirk without very serioue
responsibility for any disaster to civilization which it would further.

8. On the other. hand :lf the problem of the proper use of this weapon

-can be solved, we would have the opportnnity to bring the world 1nto a pattern

o in which the peace. of the world and our civilization can be saved. . . ..

9. AS Btated in Gener&l Groves' report Bteps -are under- 'ay looking N
towarde the eswbliehment of a select committee of particnlar qualifica,ﬁ_ ons



-

for recommending action to the Pkecutive and legislative branches of our
govermment when seerecy is no longer in full effect. The- committee
vzguld also recommend the actions to be taken by the War- Department prior

. '-to that time in antieipation of the postwa.r problems. A1l ‘recommendations
_ wou]d of course be first submtted to the President. _
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